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Presentation Purpose

1 What are the key features of Yosemite Slough?

2 How did the site get contaminated? 

3 What is the cleanup plan?

4 What work is happening now?
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5 What are the next steps before site clean up? 



Modesto Map
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Yosemite Slough Location
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About 1,600 feet 
long by 400 feet 
wide 

The tide will leave 
the mud 
uncovered

Includes 3 points 
where stormwater 
goes into the site

Yosemite Slough Details

Being cleaned up 
using Superfund law
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Nearby industrial 
activities

Filling of the 
shoreline

Sewer and other 
storm water flows

How did the site get contaminated?
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Metal works Auto repair Drum recycling

Industrial Activities



Shoreline Fill
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Shoreline Fill



Sewer and Stormwater Flows
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The mud and water have a mix of 
harmful chemicals

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 
lead cause health effects  

These chemicals in the mud can be 
harmful when humans and animals 
regularly touch or eat them over a long 
time

What are the risks at the site?
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What is the cleanup plan?

“Dredge” – dig out mud with contamination

Treat and reuse the water 

“Cap” – add back clean sand

Dry out and haul away the dirty mud

Monitor the site



12

What work is happening now?

Doing studies to understand how 
to develop a strong cleanup plan

Gathering more information 
about how water and mud move 
into and around the site

The results from all 11 studies will 
become important parts of the 
cleanup plan

COMPLETED STUDIES

1) Site boundary update

2) Odor assessment 

3) Sediment handling     
area evaluation

4) Sewer water study
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What work is happening now?

Parties involved with the site are 
negotiating about whether they will 
be involved in the future site cleanup

Considering if the cleanup plan can be 
better if more clean material is used 
in some areas

Coordinating with property owners 
and the City to maintain the area and 
limit access to the site
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What are the next steps?

Use information from the studies to draft 
the cleanup design

Coordinate the cleanup with the Navy’s 
cleanup of Parcel F 

Issue a memo to document any changes to 
the cleanup plan

Continue work to get the responsible parties 
to pay for and do the cleanup

Photo Credit: San Francisco Department of the Environment
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Information Resources:

• Yosemite Slough website:
www.epa.gov/superfund/yosemite-slough

• April 2021 Fact Sheet 



Thank you for your time and
your participation 

If you have questions about this presentation or 
the site, you can reach me at:
fong.yvonnew@epa.gov or (415) 947-4117

or Jackie Lane (Community Involvement Coordinator) at:
lane.jackie@epa.gov or (415) 470-4116 
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Questions?
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